ELLEN   TERRY
" lolanthe/' and described by its author as an Idyll, was played for the first time. " lolanthe " proved to be a version of the Danish play, " King Rene's Daughter," by Henrik Herz. The first adaptation of the piece seen in London was acted at the Strand Theatre in 1849, when Mrs. Stirling took the part of the blind daughter of the king. Some time after, Mrs. Charles Kean played lolanthe in another version at the Haymarket. At the same theatre, in 1855, Miss Helen Faucit appeared in a translation of " King Rene's Daughter/' by Sir (then Mr.) Theodore Martin, and her impersonation was so touching that it evoked enthusiastic applause, and took a place amongst the favourite items of her repertory. In this part Miss Terry was not less successful; the pathetic lolanthe served as an admirable foil to the brilliant and vivacious Portia, and strongly emphasized the versatility of the actress. As Count Tristan, Mr. Irving, who is not always at home in the business of love-making, was not 146